February 1, 2016
“For Immediate Release”
Tanzanian Friend Brings Message of Rural Development to Brandon for International
Development Week: “Act Local, Think Global”
Longstanding international development organization based in Brandon – The Marquis Project – is
pleased to host Beny Mwenda of the Tanzania Society of Agricultural Education and Extension (TSAEE)
in the month of February. Beny will be speaking to students from college, university and Grade 3 to
Grade 12 throughout SW Manitoba about his experiences on themes of rural development in the Global
South. He will provide an update on progress made in Tanzania towards achieving the Millennium
Development Goals in 2015, and how the new Sustainable Development Goals will help to shape rural
development to 2030.
The community has the opportunity to hear him speak at a fundraising dinner, being held on Sunday
February 7, 2016 at the Park Community Centre. Tickets for dinner and/or dessert are available for
purchase through the Marquis Project’s website.
This 20 year partnership between Marquis and TSAEE has flourished through ongoing rural initiatives
including projects focused on supporting rural women and youth in climate change adaptation through
improved orangefleshed sweet potato crop production, the establishment of agroforestry plots and
adoption of improved cooking stoves, fair trade crafts, breaking the silence on HIV/AIDS awareness, and
rural entrepreneurship. The goal of these projects is poverty reduction and increased food security for
rural Tanzanians.
Beny Mwenda is an alumnus of Assiniboine Community College and the Open University of Tanzania.
He lives south of Mwanza, Tanzania where he works as an instructor in rural development at an
agricultural college, and where he serves in a volunteer capacity as Rural Development Coordinator and
Chair of the Tanzania Society of Agricultural Education and Extension (TSAEE) in the Lake Zone.
TSAEE is a national organization which supports agriculture professionals to improve food security and
poverty reduction particularly for rural women and youth in Tanzania.
International Development Week, February 7 to 13, is a national effort for Canadians to learn more about
international development and what we are doing to create a better world. Beny Mwenda will also be
participating in an IDW event on February 11 sponsored by the Manitoba Council for International
Cooperation and the Canadian Fair Trade Conference on February 18 to 20 in Winnipeg.
The Marquis Project was established in 1979 in Brandon as a communitycentered, nonprofit
organization committed to the strengthening of international development. Community initiatives include
an education program in the schools based on Manitoba Education’s social studies curriculum, and fair
trade awareness and promotion.
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