MARQUIS
PROJECT
BOARD

Sean Irwin:
President

David Gamey:

Treasurer

Judy Bartel:
Secretary

Zack Gross

Jurjen
Vandersluijs

Clint Cannon

INSIDE

THIS ISSUE:

Worldly |
Goods Open
House

Teachers’ 1
Corner

Youth Com- 2
mittee begins
YETII plans

Can | Help 3
You? Story
from a Youth
Volunteer in
Lesotho

Live WellDo 4
Good

7l
4
dq
v

NEWSLETTER

-
=
-
-

The Marquis Project & TH

E==

o] ds Sh
XYZOFI;OSS(?: AC\\;/(e).,OBrinfonc,)l\p/lb. R7A0L4 MAR U lS
PROJECT

Phone: (204) 727-5675 Fax: (204) 727-5683
E-mail: Marquis@marquisproject.com
DECEMBER 2011

Worldly Goods Open House ~ Rummage Sale Nels Record

Proceeds

Kick off your Christmas Shopping at the Worldly
Goods Shop on Wednesday, November 30,
from noon to 8:00 p.m.

Highlights:
e  Sample our Fair Trade tea, coffee, hot

chocolate and baking mixes.

° 15% off on most items in the store

consignment items not included
( g ) Thanks to the generous support of our members,

October’s Rummage Sale total has reached a
Marquis Project record of over $1300, and the
total continues to climb.

e Readings by story teller par excellence,

Laurie Groves

Awesome donations that included household
goods, clothing, furniture, audio equipment and
much more were the main reason for our suc-
cess. It also appears to have been a “Rummage
Sale Saturday”—two other major rummage sales
in town had customers making the rummage sale
circuit.

Items continue to sell in the Worldly Goods Shop
and on e-Brandon and Kajiji.

A heartfelt thank-you goes out to all who made
the sale a success through your generous dona-
tions and assistance with the sale.

Teachers’ Corner

What’s new?

‘“What would you do”’? This

Each year, the Marquis Project Week, coming up the week of

receives funds from Manitoba December 5th to 10th, and is

Education to facilitate educational
activities at the K to 12 levels.
Many teachers are familiar with
our programs and activities, such
as “The Fair Game”, “Global

Trader” and other workshops.

interactive activity for middle
years students was developed in
2010-11 by the Brandon Cultural
Awareness Network to promote
thinking and discussion on Hu-
man Rights issues. This is very
appropriate for Human Rights

best suited for grades five and six
students.

‘“Banana Split”’: Recently
added to our library, this award
winning documentary explores
such questions as the importance
of bananas to our local shopping
experience and to world
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Record

Create your own
radio program and
we’ll record and pro
duce it for you, or
invite us to cover an
event and make a
radio program about
it.

A Rwandan
refugee
camp in

East Zaire,
1994

(From Wikipe-
dia Commons)

TEACHERS’ CORNER

economies, the historical ef-
fects of the rise and fall of
“Banana Republics.” and the
current state of the banana
industry.

“Go on Air”: Combine So-
cial Studies topics with com-
munications: an opportunity
for your students to be in-
volved in the making of a radio
program on any “global issues”
topic. Radio programs would
be aired on Assiniboine Com-
munity College’s radio station,
CJJ) FM. (any level)

“What’s the difference?”’:
Activities for early years stu-
dents that help them under-
stand the differences between
our life and that of children in
developing countries, through
looking at life in rural Tanzania.
Pictures and props from recent

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

travels to the villages and game
reserves of Tanzania form the
basis for discussion and activi-
ties. (Early Years)

Climate Change: a series

of workshops on climate
change developed in 2011
through a grant from the Co-
operators. (Early years, Middle
Years, Grade 10).

Ongoing workshops
include:

The Fair Game: A game
developed by former teacher
Curt Shoultz to help students
understand the inequities in
world trading and systems.
Designed for High School, it
has been used successfully
from Grade 7 to university.

Global Trader: Developed
for the Grade 7 curriculum,
but appropriate for other lev-
els as well.

Fair Trade activities for
various levels: stories and In-
teractive exercises that help
students understand “the trade
chain” and producer-consumer
issues.

Coming Soon:

Updated Web Page:
We're working on updating
our education page to feature
better information about our
workshops and links to more

To inquire about a workshop

for your class or youth group,
phone 204-727-5675 or e-mail
marquis@marquisproject.com

Youth Committee begins YETII Planning

A group of active and commit-
ted high school students make
up the Marquis Project Youth
Committee this year. Our
major project involves the
planning of the annual YETII
conference (Youth Educating
Themselves on International
Issues).

The conference this year will
be geared for a High
School audience, and
will be based on “In
Exile For Awhile,” a
2 simulation exercise
developed by the Ca-
nadian Food Grains

Bank, the Canadian Red Cross,
and the Manitoba Interfaith
Immigration Council.

Participants will explore the
reasons why people become
refugees, experience the
“refugee walk” and “refugee
camp”, examine hunger and
water distribution issues, and
look at how families are recon-
nected after the refugee ex-
perience. For this event, we
are partnering with the Cana-
dian Red Cross, the Canada
Food Grains Bank, and Assini-
boine Community College.

Brochures and registration

forms will be available early in
the New Year. Classes and
individual students are wel-
come to attend, but space will
be limited.

This will be quite an ambitious
undertaking, and we will re-
quire a number of volunteer
actors to assist in the refugee
walk and camp activities. If you
are interested in participating
in this interesting and thought-
provoking experience, please
contact Judy at 727-5675.
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Can | Help You? Musings of a “SALT” volunteer in Lesotho

| am a self centered, independent individual
from a very individualistic culture. | came to
Lesotho with the idea that | would help out
and do ‘my’ part around at work and with
my host family; that | would pull my own
weight and not let others do tasks for me
simply because | was the white North
American. | had ideas about how | had the
position of privilege and power and how |
was going to independently fight against
those imbalances. However, | have been
coming to see that being so individualistic in
my idea of work is indeed continuing the
power differences. Me dictating what is
‘right’, rather than being respectful and
trying to learn about and experience an-
other culture is just another way of exercis-
ing my position of privilege. You may be
wondering what experiences made me think
about these concepts and the one that
started me thinking today was a little girl
trying to wash my underwear.

Here is the story. Washing clothes by hand
is a physically demanding and time consum-
ing task that has to be done often if you
want to keep on top of things. Since wash
is such a labour intensive task | have been
trying to resist help, to show that ‘| can do
it’. So whenever my sisters ask on Thurs-
day night if | have any wash for them to do,
| say no, and do my wash myself on the
weekend. | like to think of my laundry as a
private matter, it is my problem how many
clothes | wear and how dirty | get them.
Not to mention that washing my underwear
is definitely private. However, as | brought
my wash outside this Sunday morning those
around me had a very different lesson to
show me. As | started to work independ-

Laundry day
prompts volunteer

Kendelle Fawcett

it means to be re-
spectful in another
cultural context.

ently, in my little bubble, Zanele
appeared and started ‘helping’ me
soak the clothes. (Zanele is my 4
year old sister). And just as she

to muse about what was pulling out my hot pink un-

derwear 3 small faces appeared
smiling and staring, looking at
what | was doing. Two of the
children do not even live at my
house, but after 8 am on the
weekend is fair game for friends to come
over. So my washing had become a com-
munity matter. As | continued doing my
wash Noxolo (my | | year old sister) came
over and told me (not asked, just told me)
she was going to help me. When she saw
Zane hanging up my underwear she men-
tioned how when she was little she loved
when her mother let her help wash the
handkerchiefs.

These are the events that made me think
about how helping out, and letting others
help, is not just about the person doing
the task (ie. It's not about me). You are
letting someone feel valued by letting them
be part of your task; to tell them you can
do it all alone is saying their help is not
appreciate. This is a communal culture,
and your problem is never just your prob-
lem, as much as you may want it to be.
And so although it will probably continue
to go against my grain, and bother me
when my little sister sees how dirty | got
my jeans this week (because | thought it
didn’t matter if | kneeled in mud since it
would be my wash and my problem), | will
continue to try to say yes when people ask
if they can help me. | will continue to try
not to be annoyed and overly ‘feminist’
when the men take the shovel out of my
hands and say ‘l am helping you now’ while
| am shoveling compost. | will try to see
that these people are taking me into their
life, their culture, their family, and want to
be a part of what | am doing. | will also try
to remember to offer to help, even when |
am tired after a long day in the field.
Which brings me to my last thought, one

Kendelle Fawcett, former
Marquis Project Youth Committee
member, is currently in Lesotho,
where she works with SALT
(Serving and Learning Together), an
MCC program that partners with

the Growing Nations Trust in rural
Lesotho.

Her work is divided between the
youth programs and the Growing
Nations farm. She helps run Bible

study and drama groups for children,

and performs a variety of agricul-
tural tasks.

about me offering to help. | have tried

to find a way to ask, do you actually
need my help, but maybe that is the

wrong question. It’s not about ‘do you

need my help? but can | join you
where you are at in your task? May |
be a part of you life?

Printed by
blog: You can follow her blog at
www.lesothosalt.blogspot.com.
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http://lesothosalt.blogspot.com/2011/10/can-i-help-you.html

Live Well, Do Good: Global Citizenship in the 21st Century

When long time Marquis member David McConkey attended the
Marqujs Project AGM last June and heard award winning principal
Laurie Bachewich describe the holistic, dream inspiring and empower-
ing activities the students in her UNESCO Associated School” engage
in, he did more than shed a tear, applaud, and thank her—he went
home and set pen to paper to describe a concept he has been mulling
over for a while: “live well, do good.”

His article is reprinted from the August |5 edition of the Brandon Sun
and also appears on his “Live Well Do Good” website.

Pupils' Lesson: Live Well, Do Good

David McConkey

Here are four reflections on global citizenship in the 21st century:
LIVE WELL

“Wish not so much to live long,” Benjamin Franklin said, “as to live
well.” Franklin, who died in 1790 at the age of 84, was fortunate
enough to live both long and well.

Today, despite setbacks like recessions and floods, there are even
more opportunities to live well: full, interesting lives that also posi-
tively impact the world.

Young people, for example, have informational resources and tech-
nologies at hand that offer rich experiences and the prospect of amaz-
ing lifelong learning.

At the same time, older people are enjoying more years of healthy
retired or semi-retired living that present incredible possibilities.

DO GOOD

Too bad the world is so complex! How can you know how to do
good when there are so many issues, so many needs? And how can
you be sure that you aren’t inadvertently doing harm?

Don’t worry about it.

Yes, be thoughtful, but don’t get bogged down. Do something that
you think will make the world a better place. Do whatever suits your
fancy, fits your interests, touches your heart.

Help animals, heal the environment, fight disease, encourage the arts,
whatever. You — and the world — will be better for it.

There are many ways to do good: like practising simple personal kind-
nesses, volunteering, becoming a member of an organization, donating
food and other items.

And giving money. Manitobans have a well-deserved reputation as the
most generous people in the country. Yet many people do not give
anything to charity.

So why not make at least one charitable donation every year? Why
not set some sort of goal — like giving a quarter of 1% of your in-
come!? (If you are already giving that, think about increasing the
amount.)

CONSIDER FOOD

Forty years ago, the book “Diet for a Small Planet” pointed out that
there could be less hunger in the world if people ate less meat. That’s
because raising livestock for food usually uses more resources than
growing plants for food.

Turns out that eating less meat makes even more sense today. It can
reduce our whole carbon footprint; be sustainable development on
our dinner plate.

And, as a bonus, eating less meat is often more healthy, economical
and interesting than regular meat-based fare.

Why not have one non-meat day each week? It’s an action that can be
beneficial in so many ways.

LOOK LOCALLY

“Think globally, act locally.” Young people, especially, need some re-
minding of the second half of this maxim. There is so much informa-
tion and activity on the Internet, forgetting about our own local com-
munities is really easy.

And there is a lot going on locally, wherever you are. Many local ac-
tivities merit notice and support.

Look for ways to encourage local initiatives, whether in your role as a
donor, shopper, voter, worker, family member, or neighbour.

Remember local charities when donating: they may not have the
profile of national organizations, but are often very worthwhile.

Consider local alternatives when shopping: the locally-owned restau-
rant, coffee shop or store instead of the national chain; the local op-
tion instead of the Internet.

Sample different venues altogether: like a farmers’ market or commu-

nity shared agriculture instead of the conventional store.

Check out what is happening locally and experience something differ-
ent than you normally would. (See “Let’s Do Something!” every
Thursday in the Sun.)

From right here in our own community to the global village, there is a
whole world out there.

And we are its citizens.

To learn more about what the nanole Elementary School is doing to
promote global citizenship, visit their website at www.rrsd.mb.ca/

schools/onanole_elementary/.

For more tips and ideas on “living well and doing good,” visit David
McConkey’s website at www.livewelldogood.com.




